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del, Esq. of Glenriddel, set on foot a species of

circulating library, on a plan so simple as to be
practicable in any corner of the country; and
so useful as to deserve the notice of every
country gentleman,, who thinks the improve-
ment of that part of his own species, whom
chance has thrown into the humble walks of the
peasant and the artisan, a matter worthy of his
attention.

Mr. Riddel got a number of his own tenants,

and farming neighbours, to form themselves into
a society for  the  purpose  of having a library
among themselves.    They  entered  into a legal
engagement to abide by it for three years ; with
a saving clause or two, in case of removal to a
distance, or of death.    Each member, at his en-
try, paid  five  shillings;   and at  each of their
meetings, which were held every fourth Satur-
day, six-pence more.    With their entry-money,
and the credit which they took on the faith of
their future funds, they laid in a tolerable stock
of books at the commencement.    What authors
they were to purchase, was always decided by
the majority.    At every meeting, all the books,
under certain fines and forfeitures, by way of
penalty, were  to be produced; and the mem-
bers  had their choice of the volumes in rota-
tion.    He whose name stood for that night first
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